ARCHITECT

creative p:rson‘s galenis
can find expression in
many ways. For Sara Jane

Porter, painter, sculpror, teacher,
lecturer, and historic tour guid:.
her primary and chosen form of
expression is archirecrure.

Sara grew up in Worcester,
Massachusetes, the youngest of
three children, and lived in the
same house throughour her
childhood. Although her father,
who died when Sara was 15,
I‘.'.'nmumgcd I'“:l ni] I."’C i ICIEt:r}ﬂ
he was inadvertently the one who
planted her feer on the road 1o
archirecture when she was abour
10 years old. It was at that time
that her father hired an archirect
to design a new home for them,
Sara was allowed o sitin on the
meetings and although the project,
a pie-shaped house wich balconics,
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never hecame a realiry, Sara had

found her future career, As a child,
Sara says, "I would lay my crayons
out to make a floor plan and then

Lwalk my dalls ch ruugh it. The halls

were always long and circuitous—
no open floor plans—and there
was always a swimming pool.”

Good in math and science, Sar
was encouraged 1o go to Carncgie
Institure’s summer program in
Pirtsburgh, PA, for high school
students interested in archireceure,
4an EIPEELE!'.ICE Sl'l.r! ]'EE.'I“E as
difficult. She felr inadequare
compared 1o the other students, a
not-uncommaon experience for
those who have excelled in their
home werrirory and then gone off
w join others who have excelled,
o0,

Accepred into the Liberal Ares
program at S}TJ'!IELLEE' E.’ni\':rsit}r.
Sara hoped to transfer into the
archirecrural program, bur was
discouraged by some faculty
members, “One dean said, when
hie saw the picrure submired with
my applicacion, that T was preoy
and would have a busy social life
and 'I'-'D'Llld.l'l‘f ]'IE\"C til'I'IE FDI.'
architecture school,” Sara remem-
bers. "1 thought ‘thar'’s the place
for me’ and switched immediately
into a Liberal Arts Home Eco-
nomics program for interior
design, where one of my projects
was making a dress our of paper
clips! One day, during a drawing
class, the professor complemented
me on the sm:ngth of my ctmwing.
I lefe the class in vears, aware that
my fears that 1 was not as good as
other people prevented me from
I]"l"i.l'lg thil'lg! IJEEEIJ!E I Was :IFmid ]

bt e

would fail. The next d.n}r, however,
I transferred into the ant pro-
gram,” Sara studied sculpuure,
loved it, earned a BFA, and went
on fo H,ﬂ.dLLatE ﬂ:]'.l‘]ﬂl at UMBSE.
Ambherst, where she carned an
MAT in Art Education in 1975,

After graduarion, Sara raught
art in three schools in White
Plains, Mew York, wurl;ing with a
total of 700 children, K-4, and
then taughr art for four years in
Englewood, New Jersey, teaching
K-6.

Finally, ar 30, with the support
of family and friends who were
searting new ventures of their own,
Sara enrolled in an architecture
program at f:ir}r (:I'.I!IEEL' in New
York, where she earned a BS in
Archivecture in 1981, Sara says,
“I'm not sorry that | was discour-
agn.{ 'mili.aJ]}r about architecture

school, [ don't think [ had the
confidence or maturity to do it
then. And in 1972, when | would
have finished the six-vear Master's
program, | wouldn't have found a
job. I'd almase like ro go back and
thank all those pcup|r. for saying
what t|'|r_"'|.' said!”

Sara and her hushand, Jim
McGuinness, had dated in high
Ech‘ﬂ'ﬂ] I:ll.lt []"IL'!'.I ]ust tUUI’.'h.. Saﬂ
says, “When we rediscovered each
other, I came to the Cape to visit
him on Christmas Eve and ir was
as if no time had passed.”

Jim, whao is the Language Ares
and Title | Coordinator for
Sandwich Public Schoals, isa
professional storyreller, and also
teaches gradu:tf level education
courses for Lesley College. They
live in a L'1rgc. mmhling Colonial
home, parts of which date back 10
1600, next to the Winslow
Crocker House on
Route 6A 1n
Yarmouthporr, Both
houses are owned by
the Sociery for the
Preservation of MNew
Eng[:md ."l.ntiqui[i.c: .
(SPMEA), Sara and
Jim have been the
Resident Site Adminis-
trators since 1982 and
conduct tours of the
Winslow Crocker
House, the circa 1780 home of a
wezll:h}r 18th century rrader.
ﬁn:nrding to the Suci:r:r's
brochure, the house was moved in
1936 by Mary Tharcher, an
antiques collecror, who restored
the house to display her collection.

One nfun]}r a handful of
women architects on Cape Cod,
Sara established her architecrural
business in 1986, Prior to chat, she
“'Dl'kl.'l:l I:CIT ﬁ‘r'f }’Cﬂ[i a5 dcsignr_'r
and draftsperson for Gracean Gill,
a Sandwich architect she considers
her meneor, who had studied with
Frank Lloyd Wright. Sara has
worked on more than 160 pmj-c-r;m
for awners, builders, and develop-
ers, Among her projects is ongoing
work at the Chatham Bars Inn,
She has cnmptrtnd millions of
dollars worth of wark in the three

vears she has worked with the Inn,




including a spectacular new
conference center. Christopher
Diego, General Manager, said, in a
written communication, “In
addition to her architecrural skill,
Sara creates a pleasurable and Ffast
design process resulting in visually
attraceive and functional structures
. . . Whenever the demands of the
construction process become
stressful, one could always coune
on Sara’s sense of humor and
professional focus.”

Sara also presents slide lectures
on topics such as “Will the Real
Cape Cod House Please Stand
Up?,” “Architecture on Cape Cod
During the Vicrorian Era,”
and “Architecture in the Old
King’s Highway Historic District.”
She also offers a walking tour of
Yarmouthport’s architecture and
history where she is an able guide
to learning how to see the many
clues our old buildings will show
to those who know how to read
them. Sara is also on the Board of
Directors of the Yarmouth New
Church Preservation Foundarion
which is restoring the steeple of
the nearby historic church. Her
work has been recognized through
the 1997 Chatham American
Home Week Award for Seaview

House (formerly the maids’ dorm)
given to the Chatham Bars Inn,
and in 1998 for the Cape and
Islands Board of Realtors Ameri-
can Home Week Award in
recognition of Contributing to the
Revitalizing of Community to
owners of a residence in Brewster.
Sara says she “commutes down
the stairs” to her office which faces
the constant activicy at the post
office directly across Roure GA.
She works every day and although
she is a ralented painter, she says,
“I don't feel like painting any
more. | am focused on work, not
moved to do other things.” Abour
her career, Sara says,” I like it all—
working with clients, the chal-
lenges, the process, the producr.
I enjoy the variety of projects,
solving problems. I am doing
exactly what I want to be doing."a

Joan GraHAM fs the Community
Relations Manager ar Barnes &
Noble bookstove in Hyannis, a
graduate student ar Lesley College
and a frequent contributor to
CapeWomen magazine.
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